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Fine Dust Guidelines 
 
European Union 
More and more cities in EU member states can no longer comply with the new EU standard values for fine dust. These 
define that a maximum of 50 microgram per cubic meter may be exceeded on up to 35 days per year.  
 
The standard 99/30/EG passed in 1999 defined the following threshold values as of January 1, 2005: 
 
•  50 µg/m3 for the 24-hour median of PM10, may be exceeded on 35 days per year; 
•  40 µg/m3 for the annual median of PM10. 
 
Standard 99/30/EG also defines that on January 1, 2010 the following accentuation of threshold values will become 
effective if not revised before this date: 
 
•  50 µg/m3 for the 24-hour median of PM10, may be exceeded only on 7 days per year; 
•  20 µg/m3 for den annual median of PM10. 
 
When threshold values are exceeded, the responsible officials are obliged to initiate counter measures and to prepare 
for air cleaning measures if designated future threshold values are clearly exceeded. 
 
Swit zerland 
The threshold value for PM10 in Switzerland is 20 µg/m3 for the annual median. In densely populated regions and 
along strongly frequented road axes, this threshold value was exceeded in the year 2000. This value may only be 
exceeded once every year. 
 


